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FY 2015 Budget Environment  

 Budget deal reached in December essentially freezes spending for FY15 at 

the FY14 level: 

 Takes sequester off the table for FY’s 14 and 15.  Sequesters still on the 

books for FY16 and beyond 

 With a “firewall” between defense and nondefense discretionary spending 

and levels that are essentially flat with FY 14 – growth for one program 

comes at the expense of other programs. 
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Highlights of Administration’s R&D Budget for FY15 

 Non-defense R&D increases by .7 percent; Defense R&D increases by 1.7 percent 

 Basic and applied R&D grow by .4 percent; Development grows by 2.3 percent 

 Programmatic priorities: biomedicine, advanced manufacturing, climate science, cyber-

security, space exploration, national security 

 Includes an additional Opportunity, Growth and Security Fund totaling $56B of which $5.3B is 

for R&D including $1B for climate resiliency funding 

 Opportunity, Growth, and Security Fund paid for by tax increases and tax reform proposals – 

Never going to happen 

 NOAA level funded 

 NSF Research Account level funded; NSF internal operations up 13% 

 NASA – virtually level funded 

 STEM Education Consolidation 2.0 
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FY 2015 NOAA Budget Request 

FY 2015 Proposed NOAA Program Reductions  

• NOS: Regional Geospatial Modeling Grants: -$4M 

• NMFS: Prescott Marine Mammal Grants/Marine Mammal Programs: -$2.5M  

• NMFS: Salmon Management Activities: -$3M 

• NMFS: Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund: -$15M 

• OAR: National Sea Grant College Program: -$1M 

• OAR: Marine Aquaculture: -$2.5M 

• NWS: Tsunami Program Outreach Grants: -$6M 

• NWS: Information Technology Officers: -$10M 

• NWS: Hurricane Forecast Improvement Program: -$8.2M 

• NESDIS: DSCOVR: -$2.6M 

• Program Support: Bay-Watershed Education and Training : -$7.2M 
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FY 2015 NSF Budget Request 

FY 2015 NSF Budget Request to Congress 

Summary Tables - 3 

NSF by Account Amount Percent Amount Percent

BIO $679.21 $721.27 $708.52 $29.31 4.3% -$12.75 -1.8%

CISE 858.13 894.00 893.35 35.22 4.1% -0.65 -0.1%

ENG 820.18 851.07 858.17 37.99 4.6% 7.10 0.8%

Eng Programs 658.84 691.68 693.18 34.34 5.2% 1.50 0.2%

SBIR/STTR 161.34 159.39 164.99 3.65 2.3% 5.60 3.5%

GEO 1,273.77 1,303.03 1,304.39 30.62 2.4% 1.36 0.1%

MPS 1,249.34 1,299.80 1,295.56 46.22 3.7% -4.24 -0.3%

SBE 242.62 256.85 272.20 29.58 12.2% 15.35 6.0%

IIA 434.28 481.59 473.86 39.58 9.1% -7.73 -1.6%

U.S. Arctic Research Commission 1.39 1.30 1.41 0.02 1.4% 0.11 8.1%

Research & Related Activities $5,558.88 $5,808.92 $5,807.46 $248.58 4.5% -$1.46 0.0%

Education & Human Resources $834.62 $846.50 $889.75 $55.13 6.6% $43.25 5.1%

Major Research Equipment & Facilities 

   Construction

$196.49 $200.00 $200.76 $4.27 2.2% $0.76 0.4%

Agency Operations & Award Management $293.50 $298.00 $338.23 $44.73 15.2% $40.23 13.5%

National Science Board $4.10 $4.30 $4.37 $0.27 6.7% $0.07 1.6%

Office of Inspector General $13.17 $14.20 $14.43 $1.26 9.5% $0.23 1.6%

   OIG FY 2013 ARRA Actual Obligation $1.16

Total, NSF $6,901.91 $7,171.92 $7,255.00 $353.09 5.1% $83.08 1.2%

Totals may not add due to rounding.

National Science Foundation

Summary Tables  

FY 2015 Request to Congress

(Dollars in Millions)

FY 2013

Actual

FY 2014

Estimate

FY 2015

Request

FY 2015 Request over:

FY 2013 

Actual

FY 2014 

Estimate

 

Highlights of Congressional Action on FY15 Appropriations 

• Leg Branch and MilCon/VA bills pass House; CJS Bill marked up last week – includes: 

• $17.9B -- $250M increase for NASA of which $54M is an increase for exploration; $42M 

increase for science with emphasis on planetary science 

• $5.3B for NOAA – virtually level with FY14 – NWS and major satellite programs fully 

funded; climate research - instead of a $30.5M increase requested by White House, 

House cuts climate research $40M below FY14; calls for NOAA to consider 

establishment of a weather commission; 

• $7.4B for NSF, rejects Admin’s proposal to level fund research; increase of $237M for 

research in advanced manufacturing, cyber-security, and neuroscience.  

• Rejects STEM ed consolidation plan #2 
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NAML Public Policy Priorities for FY 2015 

Provide strong support for competitive, merit-based ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes 

research, infrastructure and education programs at NOAA, NSF and NASA.   

 

Support the research infrastructure of marine laboratories;  

 

Increase the co-location of federal scientists and federal research infrastructure 

initiatives at NAML laboratories as well as increased coordination and cooperation 

between NOAA’s ocean, coastal and Great Lakes research and education programs.  

 

Advance a diverse, distributed ocean science education agenda through strong support 

for ongoing programs within NSF, NOAA, and NASA. 

***************************  

NAML testimony to House and Senate; NAML meets with House and Senate CJS 

Appropriations staff in March 

House CJS Action on NOAA Appropriations – Compared to 
NAML Priorities/Testimony 

Extramural research.—The Committee believes that 
NOAA benefits from collaboration with academia and 
the private sector with respect to cooperative institutes 
and competitive research 
 

Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research, 
Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes.—The 
Committee supports collaboration between NOAA and 
external academic institutions that conduct scientific 
research for the conservation of coral reefs and coral 
reef ecosystems within U.S. waters. 

 

NOAA education program.—The Committee includes 
$22,400,000 for NOAA’s education program…The 
recommendation does not adopt any of NOAA’s 
proposed STEM education consolidation proposals. 
NOAA is expected to maintain these programs at 
current operating levels. 
 

 

Provide strong support for competitive, merit-based 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes research, infrastructure 
and education programs at NOAA, NSF and NASA.   
 

 
Support the research infrastructure of marine 
laboratories;  
 

 
Increase the co-location of federal scientists and federal 
research infrastructure initiatives at NAML laboratories 
as well as increased coordination and cooperation 
between NOAA’s ocean, coastal and Great Lakes 
research and education programs.  

 
 
Advance a diverse, distributed ocean science education 
agenda through strong support for ongoing programs 
within NSF, NOAA, and NASA. 
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Other Legislative Developments 

First in Innovation, Research, Science and Technology Act (FIRST Act) 

 Authorization levels are prescriptive, detailed down to directorate levels and lower than 

amount in pending appropriations bill for FY 15; 

 Adds additional criteria and processes on NSF in evaluating proposals and making awards 

 Science community opposition continues to grow; NSB speaks out; 

 Dramatically cuts funding for NSF social sciences also cuts geosciences; 

 NSB releases statement opposing the bill; 

 Senate – no action to date – draft bill expected soon 

Sea Grant Reauthorization 

Coastal Resiliency 

Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Control Act  

Next Steps for NAML Public Policy Program 

• Development of Experts Discussants List for Use with the Congress – cultivate hearing 

opportunities – expand NAML membership and participation 

• Encourage Congressional interest on coastal resiliency and STEM education 

• Conduct Congressional briefing in October – possibly in conjunction with other group 

or groups 

• Monitor House and Senate Appropriations developments – Prepare for Conference 

• In partnership with other groups, monitor and act on FIRST bill and other 

authorization bills with implications for ocean and coastal research 

• Fall meeting with senior NOAA and NSF officials to discuss NAML policy objectives 

• Advocate for NAML appointees to federal advisory committees and working groups 
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Questions/Comments 


